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PART A: Vocabulary

Directions: Choose the word or phrase (1), (2), (3), or (4) that best completes each
sentence. Then mark the answer on your answer sheet.

My mother was a very strong, ........ccceeeeeene woman who was a real adventurer in love
with the arts and sports.

1) consecutive 2) independent 3) enforced 4) subsequent

The weakened ozone ................... , which is vital to protecting life on Earth, is on
track to be restored to full strength within decades.

1) layer 2) level 3) brim 4) ingredient

Reading about the extensive food directives some parents leave for their babysitters, I
was wondering if these lists are meant to ease .................. feeling for leaving the
children in someone else’s care.

1) an affectionate ~ 2) a misguided 3) an undisturbed  4) a guilty

He is struck deaf by disease at an early age, but in rigorous and refreshingly unsentimental
fashion, he learns to overcome his .................... so that he can keep alive the dream of
becoming a physician like his father.

1) ambition 2) incompatibility ~ 3) handicap 4) roughness

With cloak and suit manufacturers beginning to .................... their needs for the fall
season, trading in the wool goods market showed signs of improvement this week.

1) anticipate 2) nullify 3) revile 4) compliment
Sculptors leave highly .................. footprints in the sand of time, and millions of

people who never heard the name of Augustus Saint-Gaudens are well-acquainted with
his two statues of Lincoln.

1) insipid 2) sinister 3) conspicuous 4) reclusive

To avoid liability, officers were told that they need to .................... closely to established
department rules and demonstrate that probable cause for an arrest or the issuance of a
summons existed.

1) recapitulate 2) confide 3) hinder 4) adhere
PART B: Cloze Test

Directions: Read the following passage and decide which choice (1), (2), (3), or (4) best

fits each space. Then mark the correct choice on your answer sheet.

The first organized international competition involving winter sports .................... (8)
just five years after the birth of the modern Olympics in 1896. Known as the Nordic
Games, this competition included athletes predominantly from countries such as Norway
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and Sweden. It was held eight times between 1901 and 1926, .................... (9) all but
one time. Figure skating was included in the Olympics for the first time in the 1908
Summer Games in London, .................... (10) the skating competition was not actually
held until October, some three months after the other events were over.

1) was introducing 2) was introduced

3) introduced 4) has been introducing
1) with Stockholm hosting 2) and Stockholm hosting
3) that Stockholm hosted 4) Stockholm hosted

1) despite 2) although

3) otherwise 4) notwithstanding

PART C: Reading Comprehension

PASSAGE 1:

By increasing the diversity of trees on our streets, we can create miniature forests. This
has already started to be implemented in cities like Singapore, where they are mixing
human structures with many different tree species.

These miniature forests in our cities create ecosystems, bringing a diversity of
insect and bird species which, in turn, keep the trees healthy. If we allow ecosystems
to flourish, we have to spend fewer resources on maintaining them. We need to get
used to letting go and try not to manage everything. Some natural spaces are messy,
but that is a good thing! Messy nature is not just a great habitat for wildlife but it is
good for children to play in. Children’s depression and ADHD is on the rise and one of
the reasons is our disconnect from nature.

Simply having access to green spaces in cities can do wonders for our stress levels
and concentration at work. people need to interact with nature whenever the
opportunity arises. Something as simple as a five- to ten-minute break during the
workday can improve well-being and boost productivity.

The underlined word “implemented” in paragraph 1 is closest in meaning to ..........c..cc..v.e. .

1) completed 2) protected 3) refered 4) applied
The underlined word “them” in paragraph 2 refers to .........c...ccu.eu. .
1) ecosystems 2) miniature forests 3) resources 4) trees

One of the reasons for children’s depression and ADHD, as stated in the passage, is

1) messy natural spaces 2) their separation from nature

3) not managing nature 4) getting used to letting go of everything
Having access to green spaces in cities can do all of the following EXCEPT .................... .
1) enhance our health 2) increase our productivity

3) increase our interactions 4) lessen our stress level
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Which sentence, according to the passage, is NOT true?

1) Birds and insects help keep the trees healthy.

2) In a miniature forest, there are different species of trees.

3) Singapore is a good example of a green city in the world.

4) Five- to ten-minute breaks guarantee our children’s happiness.

PASSAGE 2:

Often overlooked in favor of flowering plants, grasses are perfect for “hard-to-plant™
urban sites and bring multiple benefits, not only to insects, birds, and other native
wildlife, but also to general urban environments. Grasses have fibrous roots which are
great for holding soil in place, in areas which are prone to erosion. This helps to build
organic matter in the soil and increase water infiltration. They are a low maintenance
option, and once established, don’t require additional water or fertilizer.

Grasses have evolved to grow in a variety of environments, such as drought-prone
or low-nutrient soils, or seasonally flooded areas, which makes them perfect for tough
sites in urban areas. Drought-tolerant grasses, such as Festuca glauca (Blue fescue), do
well in heat-stricken areas near roadsides, or as plantings in car parks where they can
be exposed to constant sun. Others like Carex pendula (Pendulous sedge) can handle
changes in water levels and can tolerate standing water, making them suitable for areas
with significant water runoff.

Grasses have varied shapes, texture and forms and provide brilliant seasonal color
changes, such as the elegant, silvery blue-green that Blue fescue has to offer. They
also create beautiful moving soundscapes in an urban environment. Grasses can be
planted alongside flowering perennials, creating large swathes of diverse and fairly
low maintenance planting.

“Steppe” planting schemes combine a mix of perennials and grasses and often
include the addition of low-density shrubs and multi-stemmed trees, to create multi-
layered plantings with year-round structure and interest.

According to the passage, fibrous roots of the grasses do all of the following EXCEPT
that they .......cccvveeen. .

1) decrease soil erosion 2) increases soil fertility

3) improve water infiltration 4) reduce seasonal floods

The underlined word “maintenance” in paragraph 1 is closest in meaning to ................. ;
1) attraction 2) construction 3) protection 4) recognition

The Writer gives some examples in paragraph 2 to ...........cccve.e. :
1) persuade people to plant grasses in areas near roadsides

2) show how perfect grasses are for hard-to-plant urban sites

3) emphasize the diversity of grasses compared to other plants

4) highlight the evolution of grasses in a variety of environments
Which sentence, according to the passage, is true?

1) Grasses have strong, thick stems holding soil in place.

2) Flowering perennials can be interplanted with grasses.

3) Blue fescue is one of the few grasses with blue-green color.

4) Grasses usually require regular maintenance prpcedures.
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Which of the following cannot be seen in a steppe planting scheme?

1) Low-density shrubs 2) Multi-stemmed trees
3) Multi-layered species 4) long-lived plants
PASSAGE 3:

The Persian Garden consists of a collection of nine gardens, selected from various regions
of Iran, which represent the diverse forms that this type of designed garden has assumed
over the centuries and in different climatic conditions. They reflect the flexibility of the
Chahar Bagh, or originating principle, of the Persian Garden, which has persisted
unchanged over more than two millennia since its first mature expression was found in the
garden of Cyrus the Great’s Palatial complex, in Pasargadae.[1]

The perfect design of the Persian Garden, along with its ability to respond to extreme
climatic conditions, is the original result of an inspired and intelligent application of
different fields of knowledge. The notion of the Persian Garden permeates Iranian life and
its artistic expressions. [2] These, in turn, have inspired also the arrangement of the
gardens. The attributes that carry outstanding universal value are the layout of the garden
expressed by the specific adaptation of the Chahar Bagh within each component and
articulated in the charts or plant/flower beds; [3] the water supply, management and
circulation systems from the source to the garden, including all technological and
decorative elements that permit the use of water for functional and aesthetic exigencies;
the arrangement of trees and plants within the garden that contribute to its characterization
and specific micro-climate; the architectural components, including the buildings but not
limited to these, that integrate the use of the terrain and vegetation to create unique
manmade environments; [4] the association with other forms of art that, in a mutual
interchange, have been influenced by the Persian Garden and have, in turn, contributed to
certain visual features and sound effects in the gardens.

This passage is mainly about ....................

1) the history and purpose of the Persian gardens

2) the concept and etymology of the Persian gardens

3) the outstanding universal value of the Persian garden

4) the important factors of structural design in the gardens

The underlined word “They” in paragraph 1 refers to .............c...... .

1) nine gardens 2) the centuries

3) various regions 4) climatic conditions

The perfect design of the Persian Garden is based on ....................

1) various fields of knowledge 2) global artistic movements

3) reduction in technology use 4) lack of artificial environments

The writer’s tone in this passage is ......cccoevvenneenn

1) skeptical 2) entertaining 3) mformal 4) objective

In which position [1], [2], [3], and [4], can the following sentence best be inserted in the
passage?

References to the garden may be found in literature, poetry, music, and calligraphy and
carpet design.

D[1] 2) 2] 3) 3] 4) [4]
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