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PART A: Vocabulary

Directions: Choose the word or phrase (1), (2), (3), or (4) that best completes each
sentence. Then mark the answer on your answer sheet.

My mother was a very strong, ........ccceeeeeene woman who was a real adventurer in love
with the arts and sports.

1) consecutive 2) independent 3) enforced 4) subsequent

The weakened ozone ................... , which is vital to protecting life on Earth, is on
track to be restored to full strength within decades.

1) layer 2) level 3) brim 4) ingredient

Reading about the extensive food directives some parents leave for their babysitters, I
was wondering if these lists are meant to ease .................. feeling for leaving the
children in someone else’s care.

1) an affectionate ~ 2) a misguided 3) an undisturbed  4) a guilty

He is struck deaf by disease at an early age, but in rigorous and refreshingly unsentimental
fashion, he learns to overcome his .................... so that he can keep alive the dream of
becoming a physician like his father.

1) ambition 2) incompatibility ~ 3) handicap 4) roughness

With cloak and suit manufacturers beginning to .................... their needs for the fall
season, trading in the wool goods market showed signs of improvement this week.

1) anticipate 2) nullify 3) revile 4) compliment
Sculptors leave highly .................. footprints in the sand of time, and millions of

people who never heard the name of Augustus Saint-Gaudens are well-acquainted with
his two statues of Lincoln.

1) insipid 2) sinister 3) conspicuous 4) reclusive

To avoid liability, officers were told that they need to .................... closely to established
department rules and demonstrate that probable cause for an arrest or the issuance of a
summons existed.

1) recapitulate 2) confide 3) hinder 4) adhere

PART B: Cloze Test

The first organized international competition involving winter sports .................... (8)
just five years after the birth of the modern Olympics in 1896. Known as the Nordic
Games, this competition included athletes predominantly from countries such as Norway
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and Sweden. It was held eight times between 1901 and 1926, .................... (9) all but
one time. Figure skating was included in the Olympics for the first time in the 1908
Summer Games in London, .................... (10) the skating competition was not actually
held until October, some three months after the other events were over.

1) was introducing 2) was introduced

3) introduced 4) has been introducing
1) with Stockholm hosting 2) and Stockholm hosting
3) that Stockholm hosted 4) Stockholm hosted

1) despite 2) although

3) otherwise 4) notwithstanding

PART C: Reading Comprehension

PASSAGE 1:

Rangeland restoration is a vital process aimed at rehabilitating degraded ecosystems,
particularly in arid and semi-arid regions. This restoration is essential for enhancing
biodiversity, improving ecosystem services, and sustaining livelihoods dependent on
these landscapes. The degradation of rangelands often results from overgrazing,
invasive species, climate change, and unsustainable land management practices.
Consequently, effective restoration strategies are necessary to reverse these negative
impacts and promote ecological resilience. A fundamental aspect of rangeland
restoration involves understanding the specific ecological conditions and challenges of
the targeted area. Restoration efforts can be categorized into several approaches:
natural regeneration, assisted regeneration, and assisted reconstruction.

Natural regeneration relies on the capacity of native flora to recover without human
intervention, which is most effective in areas with remaining plant species or a viable
seed bank. It is cost-effective but may take considerable time if the damage is
extensive. Assisted regeneration involves active interventions such as soil amendments
or invasive species control to enhance recovery rates in moderately degraded areas. In
contrast, assisted reconstruction is necessary for severely damaged sites where
ecological conditions have been altered beyond natural recovery capabilities; this often
includes reintroducing native species and addressing the sources of degradation.

In practice, successful rangeland restoration requires a combination of techniques
tailored to local conditions. For instance, in regions experiencing shrub encroachment,
manual removal of invasive species can free up resources for native grasses, thereby
improving forage quality for livestock. Techniques such as trenching for water
conservation can also support the establishment of vegetation by enhancing soil
moisture retention.

The underlined word “consequently” is closest in meaning to ................... s
1) hence 2) yet
3) however 4) since
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The underlined word “it” refers to ......ccoeeeeeene..

1) human intervention 2) native flora

3) natural regeneration 4) seed bank

All of the following phrases are mentioned in the passage EXCEPT ................ .
1) ecological resilience 2) forage quality

3) invasive species 4) crop yields

According to paragraph 3, which of the following is essential for successful rangeland
restoration?

1) Implementing a one-size-fits-all approach

2) Tailoring techniques to local conditions

3) Focusing solely on economic gains

4) Ignoring local ecological challenges

According to the passage, which of the following statements is NOT true?

1) Rangeland restoration efforts are unnecessary in arid and semi-arid regions.
2) Biodiversity enhancement is one of the goals of rangeland restoration.

3) Trenching for water conservation helps improve soil moisture retention.

4) Climate change is one of the factors contributing to rangeland degradation.

PASSAGE 2:

Rural sociology is a specialized field that examines the social structures, relationships,
and processes characteristic of rural communities. It provides insights into the social
dynamics that influence land use, resource management, and community resilience. As
agricultural practices become increasingly influenced by global markets, rural
sociologists analyze how these changes affect local economies and social structures.
For instance, the rise of industrial agriculture has transformed traditional farming
practices, often leading to the marginalization of smallholder farmers and altering
community dynamics. This understanding is crucial for professionals in watershed and
rangeland engineering who must consider the socio-economic context when designing
sustainable management practices.

Rural sociology also addresses issues related to environmental sustainability and
natural resource management. The discipline examines how social factors influence
environmental decisions at both local and national levels. Understanding local
knowledge systems and cultural practices is essential for developing effective
strategies that resonate with rural populations. This aspect is particularly pertinent for
watershed management or rangeland restoration, as successful interventions often
depend on community buy-in and participation. Furthermore, rural sociology explores
the demographic trends affecting rural areas, such as migration patterns and aging
populations. These trends have profound implications for resource allocation,
infrastructure development, and social services in rural settings.

The underlined word “pertinent” is closest in meaning to .................... .
1) understandable 2) applicable

3) accessible 4) believable

What is the best title for the passage?

1) Understanding Rural Sociology: Social Structures and Sustainability
2) The Impact of Global Markets: Effects on Rural Communities

3) Challenges in Modern Agriculture: A Sociological Perspective

4) Demographic Changes: Implications for Urban Areas
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According to the passage, which of the following statements is NOT true?

1) The development of industrial agriculture has resulted in the marginalization of
smallholder farmers.

2) Demographic trends such as migration patterns have no impact on resource allocation
in rural settings.

3) Rural sociology deals with issues associated with environmental sustainability and
resource preservation.

4) Community buy-in and participation are essential for successful interventions in rural areas.

The passage provides sufficient information to answer which of the following questions?

1) How do demographic trends affect urban infrastructure?

2) What are the benefits of urbanization for rural communities?

3) What technological advancements are shaping modern agriculture?

4) How do global markets influence local agricultural practices?

Which of the following words best describes the writer’s attitude to understanding local

knowledge systems?

1) Critical 2) Indifferent
3) Supportive 4) Skeptical
PASSAGE 3:

Soil and water conservation is a critical aspect of watershed management, particularly
in the context of sustainable development and environmental protection. The interplay
between soil health and water resources is vital for maintaining ecosystem balance and
ensuring agricultural productivity. [1] Effective soil and water conservation practices
help mitigate challenges such as soil erosion and water scarcity, which can lead to
significant ecological degradation. Healthy soils are essential for agriculture, as they
provide nutrients for crops while serving as a natural filter for water, thus improving
water quality. One of the most effective methods for preventing soil erosion is
maintaining vegetative cover. [2] Plants stabilize the soil with their root systems,
reducing the impact of raindrops on the soil surface and minimizing runoff. Cover
crops, such as legumes, can enhance soil fertility by fixing nitrogen, further
contributing to soil health.

Another important practice is contour farming, which involves plowing and
planting across the slope of the land rather than up and down. This method reduces soil
erosion by following the natural contours of the landscape, helping to slow down water
runoff and allowing more time for water to infiltrate into the soil. Terracing is another
effective technique that transforms steep land into a series of flat steps. This approach
can significantly reduce soil erosion and surface runoff while enhancing agricultural
productivity by creating more arable land. [3] In addition to soil conservation
techniques, various methods exist for conserving water resources.

Rainwater harvesting is one such method that involves collecting rainwater through
systems designed to capture runoff from roofs or other surfaces. [4] Check dams,
which are small barriers built across streams or gullies, can also play a significant role
in slowing down water flow. By allowing sediment to settle and recharging
groundwater supplies, check dams are particularly effective in arid regions where
water scarcity is a concern.
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In which position marked by [1], [2], [3] and [4], can the following sentence best be

inserted in the passage?

This stored rainwater can be used later, particularly during dry seasons, thereby

enhancing local water supplies.

D [1] 2) 2] 3) 3] 4) [4]

According to the passage, which of the following statements is NOT true?

1) Healthy soils provide essential nutrients that support crop growth.

2) Healthy soils contribute to maintaining ecosystem balance.

3) Rainwater harvesting helps to capture and reuse water, reducing scarcity.

4) Contour farming is primarily used to increase the speed of water runoff.

According paragraph 1, how do plants contribute to soil stability?

1) By absorbing all available nutrients

2) By stabilizing the soil with their root systems

3) By increasing soil acidity

4) By blocking sunlight

Which of the following statements can best be inferred from the passage?

1) Healthy soils are primarily important for their aesthetic value in landscaping.

2) Urban development has a more significant impact on watershed management than
agricultural practices.

3) Implementing soil and water conservation practices is essential for achieving long-term
agricultural sustainability.

4) The use of chemical fertilizers is the only solution to enhance soil fertility in agriculture.

Why does the writer mention check dams in the passage?

1) To illustrate a method for recharging groundwater supplies in arid regions

2) To suggest that they are the most effective solution for urban water management

3) To emphasize their role in increasing surface runoff in agricultural areas

4) To argue that they are unnecessary in regions with abundant rainfall
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