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PART A: Vocabulary

Directions: Choose the word or phrase (1), (2), (3), or (4) that best completes each
sentence. Then mark the answer on your answer sheet.

One theory holds that humans became highly .................... because evolution selected
those of our forefathers who were especially good at solving problems.

1) successive 2) concerned 3) passionate 4) intelligent

Is it true that the greenhouse .................... , the feared heating of the earth’s atmosphere
by burning coal and oil, is just another false alarm?

1) effect 2) energy 3) force 4) warmth

In most people, the charitable and .................... motives operate in some reasonable
kind of balance.

1) obvious 2) high 3) selfish 4) prime

Whatever the immediate .................... of the Nigerian-led intervention, West African
diplomats said the long-term impact of recent events in Sierra Leone would be disastrous.

1) reciprocity 2) outcome 3) reversal 4) meditation

The last thing I would wish to do is t0 ........cccevenneee. a sense of ill will, deception or
animosity in an otherwise idyllic environment.

1) postpone 2) accuse 3) foster 4) divest

While the movie offers unsurpassed action, .................... script makes this the least of
the three “Die Hards.”

1) an auspicious 2) a stirring 3) an edifying 4) a feeble

Relations between Communist China and the Soviet Union have unfortunately begun to
.................... again after a period of relative restraint in their ideological quarrel. We
can only hope that common sense prevails again.

1) ameliorate 2) deteriorate 3) solemnize 4) petrify

PART B: Cloze Test

Directions: Read the following passage and decide which choice (1), (2), (3), or (4) best

fits each space. Then mark the correct choice on your answer sheet.

Before the 1970s, the Olympic Games were officially limited to competitors with amateur
status, but in the 1980s, many events .................... (8) to professional athletes.
Currently, the Games are open to all, even the top professional athletes in basketball and
football. The ancient Olympic Games included several of the sports ................... (9) of
the Summer Games program, which at times has included events in as many as 32
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different sports. In 1924, the Winter Games were sanctioned for winter sports.
.................... (10) regarded as the world’s foremost sports competition.

1) to be opened 2) that were opening

3) were opened 4) opening

1) that are now part 2) which now being part
3) now are parts 4) had now been parts

1) The Olympic Games came to have been
2) The Olympic Games have come to be
3) The fact is the Olympic Games to be

4) That the Olympic Games have been

PART C: Reading Comprehension

PASSAGE 1:

Philosophical theology inevitably walks a tightrope between two sets of criteria: those
belonging to rational inquiry as such, and those inherited from a faith tradition. Yet
reflection on the exchange between Islamic and Western thinkers in the medieval context
may help us see that this way of putting the question, rather than posing a dilemma, offers
that fruitful tension which should animate any sustained inquiry. For as we engage in
rational inquiry, we always find ourselves reasoning from presuppositions held in various
ways and reflecting dimensions of our personal and communal history not fully open to
scrutiny. In short, all inquiry is “tradition-directed.” Traditions which last must themselves
be open to criticism from within, a large part of which will itself be directed to clarifying
unexamined presumptions or exploring cultural accretions to ongoing inquiry. So the key
to a fruitful philosophical theology will lie in the manner in which its practitioners execute
this maneuver of reconciling the twin criteria of faith and of reason, continually
examining each set for internal consistency. Islamic thought has held tenaciously to the
premise that the universe is freely created and continuously sustained by a sovereign God.
The Asharite response to the Mutazilite formulation of the structure of human freedom
and the relation between our freedom and the creator’s, effectively illustrated this
penchant in Islamic thought.

The underlined word “animate” in the passage is closest in meaning to .................... .

1) give life to 2) get along with 3) give out with 4) get up from
The underlined word “its” in the passage refers to .................... .

1) key 2) faith

3) manner 4) philosophical theology

All of the following phrases are mentioned in the passage EXCEPT .................... .
1) rational inquiry 2) internal consistency

3) philosophical skepticism 4) unexamined presumptions

According to the passage, in order for traditions to be lasting, they must have the capacity
(1) PPN .

1) cultural accretions 2) internal criticism

3) internal consistency 4) unexamined presumptions
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According to the passage, which of the following statements is true?

1) Rational inquiry and faith traditions are not mutually exclusive.

2) Sustained inquiry is always a completely tension-free endeavor.

3) All aspects of our individual and social history can be easily examined.

4) The relation between human and divine freedom has not been addressed yet.

PASSAGE 2:

Plato and Aristotle were almost universally recognized in the Arabic world as the
founders of philosophy, both as it had once existed among the Greeks and as it came to
exist among the Muslims. Yet the situation of Plato is markedly different from that of
Aristotle. Where the works of the latter were carefully translated and retranslated with
improvements and commentaries, those of Plato remained shrouded in obscurity—an
obscurity which continues to perplex and baffle modern investigators of Platonic
influences on Arabic thought. It is a striking fact that none of the dialogues of Plato in
an Arabic translation survives from the period which saw the entire corpus (minus the
Politics) of Aristotle so assiduously collected, collated and translated. Where there
sometimes exist two different versions in Arabic of a work of Aristotle, there is no
firm, unambiguous evidence of a single translation of the whole or even a substantial
portion of a text by Plato.

This curious paradox has never been adequately explained although some have
suggested that the translators found Plato hard to render in Arabic because of his
symbolic and metaphoric language. Another reason given is that while there was a
high regard for him in general neither the dialogue form itself nor its relatively
informal, conversational method appealed to the Arabic audience. There are, of course,
also doctrines of Plato, such as that of metempsychosis, which were anathema to
Muslims and therefore were likely to complicate the picture of him if his whole,
uncensured dialogues were to circulate in integral translations.

According to paragraph 1, contemporary researchers are .................... by the fact
that insufficient attention has been paid to Plato’s works.

1) confused 2) contained 3) exhilarated 4) purified

According to paragraph 1, all of Aristotle’s works were collected and translated into
Arabic in a systematic way EXCEPT his ...........c........ .

1) Ethics 2) Politics

3) Poetics 4) lesser-known works

According to paragraph 2, one of the difficulties in translating Plato into Arabic was his
U ET-R | R — .

1) monologue 2) figurative art

3) figures of speech 4) Greek language

According to paragraph 2, the Platonic doctrine of metempsychosis was ...........cc.cc..ee.
with Islamic tenets.

1) at odds 2) in compliance 3) harmonious 4) reconcilable
According to the passage, which of the following statements is NOT true?

1) Some believe that Arabs did not like the structure and style of Plato’s dialogues.

2) In some cases, there were several editions of Aristotle’s works available in Arabic.
3) The difference between Plato and Aristotle’s status in the Arab world is negligible.
4) In the Arabic world, Plato and Aristotle are considered the originators of philosophy.
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PASSAGE 3:

To say ‘mysticism versus philosophy’ in the context of Islamic civilization means
something far different from what it has come to signify in the West, where many
philosophers have looked upon mysticism as the abandonment of any attempt to
reconcile religious data with intelligent thought. [1] Certainly the Muslim mystics and
philosophers sometimes display a certain mutual opposition and antagonism, but never
does their relationship even approach incompatibility.

The debates and discussions between the two schools are concerned mainly with
the limitations and shortcomings of their respective methods of acquiring knowledge.
Thus Peripatetic philosophers such as Avicenna accept the possibility and even the
reality of a direct, mystical apprehension of transcendent and supra-rational truths. [2]
What they question is more on the order of how one person can convey this experience
to another, or how the latter can be certain of the validity of the former’s vision. For
their part, the Sufis or Muslim mystics do not deny the validity of many of the
philosophers’ findings. They merely hold that the philosophers cannot go beyond a
certain point, and that therefore none of the philosophical discussions concerned with
such subjects as metaphysics can carry any authority.

[3] At the same time, many Sufis were familiar with philosophy, and many
philosophers were also mystics, especially in the later periods of Islamic history.
Avicenna, the greatest of the Peripatetics, wrote ‘visionary recitals’ and spoke of the
special modes of knowledge open to mystics after long spiritual travail, but not
accessible to the unilluminated intellect. The famous mathematician, philosopher and
poet, Umar Khayyam, divided the seekers after knowledge into four categories and
placed the Sufis at the highest stage. [4]

The underlined word “antagonism” in paragraph 1 is closest in meaning to .................... .

1) empathy 2) resentment 3) agreement 4) postponement

According to paragraph 2, one of the main issues philosophers take with mystical

eXPerience is .....coveureninnnnne

1) its very possibility and even reahty

2) its transcendent and supra-rational truths

3) the way it makes implausible claims about truth

4) the manner in which it can be communicated

According to the passage, all of the following are true EXCEPT that ....................

1) Mystics do not reject philosophy altogether, but rather highlight its llmltatlons in
some areas.

2) The gap between mysticism and Islamic philosophy is not so wide as not to be
bridgeable.

3) Umar Khayyam occupied the highest place in the hierarchy of the categories of the
seekers of knowledge.

4) Unlike their Eastern counterparts, Western philosophers dismiss the idea of a
possible relationship between mysticism and rational thinking.

The passage provides sufficient information to answer which of the following questions?

1) Where did Avicenna publish his ‘visionary recitals’?

2) Who was the greatest antagonist of mysticism in Western philosophy?

3) What is the best way to convey truths arrived at via mystical experience?

4) Can Islamic philosophy and mysticism be regarded as polar opposites in any period?
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25- In which position marked by [1], [2], [3] and [4], can the following sentence best be
inserted in the passage?
And such Sufis as Ayn al-Qudat al-Hamadani and Ibn al-Arabi were thoroughly familiar
with Peripatetic philosophy and made use of its terminology to explain mystical ideas.
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