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PART A: Vocabulary

Directions: Choose the word or phrase (1), (2), (3), or (4) that best completes each
sentence. Then mark the answer on your answer sheet.

One theory holds that humans became highly .................... because evolution selected
those of our forefathers who were especially good at solving problems.

1) successive 2) concerned 3) passionate 4) intelligent

Is it true that the greenhouse .................... , the feared heating of the earth’s atmosphere
by burning coal and oil, is just another false alarm?

1) effect 2) energy 3) force 4) warmth

In most people, the charitable and .................... motives operate in some reasonable
kind of balance.

1) obvious 2) high 3) selfish 4) prime

Whatever the immediate .................... of the Nigerian-led intervention, West African
diplomats said the long-term impact of recent events in Sierra Leone would be disastrous.

1) reciprocity 2) outcome 3) reversal 4) meditation

The last thing I would wish to do is to .................... a sense of ill will, deception or
animosity in an otherwise idyllic environment.

1) postpone 2) accuse 3) foster 4) divest

While the movie offers unsurpassed action, .................... script makes this the least of
the three “Die Hards.”

1) an auspicious 2) a stirring 3) an edifying 4) a feeble

Relations between Communist China and the Soviet Union have unfortunately begun to
.................... again after a period of relative restraint in their ideological quarrel. We
can only hope that common sense prevails again.

1) ameliorate 2) deteriorate 3) solemnize 4) petrify

PART B: Cloze Test

Before the 1970s, the Olympic Games were officially limited to competitors with amateur
status, but in the 1980s, many events .................... (8) to professional athletes.
Currently, the Games are open to all, even the top professional athletes in basketball and
football. The ancient Olympic Games included several of the sports ................... (9) of
the Summer Games program, which at times has included events in as many as 32
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different sports. In 1924, the Winter Games were sanctioned for winter sports.
.................... (10) regarded as the world’s foremost sports competition.

1) to be opened 2) that were opening

3) were opened 4) opening

1) that are now part 2) which now being part
3) now are parts 4) had now been parts

1) The Olympic Games came to have been
2) The Olympic Games have come to be
3) The fact is the Olympic Games to be

4) That the Olympic Games have been

PART C: Reading Comprehension

PASSAGE 1:

The original home of the Samanids is uncertain, for some Arabic and Persian books
claim that the name was derived from a village near Samarqgand, while others assert it
was a village near Balkh or Tirmidh. The latter is a shade more probable since the
earliest appearance of the Samanid family in the sources seems to be in Khurasan
rather than in Transoxiana (called Ma Wara" an-Nahr in Arabic). In some sources the
Samanids claimed to be descended from the noble Sasanian family of Bahram Chiibin,
whereas one author claimed that they were of Turkish origin and belonged to the
Oghuz tribe, which is most unlikely, but conceivably may be a later attempt to link
them to a Hephthalite or Turkish origin.

All traditions relating to the origin of the dynasty, however, have it that Saman
accepted Islam from Asad b. ‘Abd-Allah al-QasrT (or Qushairt), governor of Khurasan
(105-9/723-7), for subsequently Saman named his son Asad after the governor. We
hear no more of Asad until the time of al-Ma'miin, when his governor of Khurasan,
Ghassan b. ‘Abbad, rewarded the four sons of Asad for their support of al-Ma’miin
against a rebel Rafi® b. Laith. This was about the year 204/819, and the four sons of
Asad were appointed over the following cities: Nuh - Samargand, Ahmad - Farghana,
Yahya - Shash and Ilyas - Herat. This assignment of rule to the sons of Asad marked
the beginning of Samanid power in Transoxiana, for the line of Ilyas in Herat did not
fare as well as did his brothers in the north. Ilyas died in 242/856 and his son Ibrahim
took his place in Herat.

The underlined phrase “be descended from” in paragraph 1 is closest in meaning to ................

1) make an unexpected visit to 2) make a sudden attack on

3) be a blood relative of 4) be a neighbor of

The underlined phrase “the latter” in paragraph 1 refers to .....................

1) a village near Samarqand 2) some Arabic and Persian books

3) the original home of the Samanids 4) a village near Balkh or Tirmidh
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All of the following are mentioned as Saman’s children or grandchildren in paragraph 2
EXCEPT.....cccccvviiiinnnene .

1) Rafi 2) Asad 3) Ibrahim 4) Yahya

According to the passage, which of the following is a more probable claim about the origin of
the Samanids?

1) Al-Ma’miin in Transoxiana

2) Turkish and from the Oghuz tribe

3) The noble Sasanian family of Bahram Chubin

4) Hephthalite from Ma Wara’ an-Nahr

According to paragraph 2, which of the following is NOT true about the Samanids?

1) Asad’s sons lived at the same time that al-Ma’miin ruled.

2) There is disagreement among historians whether Saman accepted Islam or not.

3) The sons of Asad ruled more successfully in the north than in Herat.

4) Supporting al-Ma’miin against Rafi‘ b Laith contributed to Asad’s sons becoming powerful.

PASSAGE 2:

Before the 20th century political relations between Romanians and Iranians were
sporadic, although contacts between their ancestors reach back into antiquity. In the
early 6th century BCE the ancestors of the Romanians, the Geto-Dacians, a Thracian
people who inhabited the lower Danube basin, and Iranians met in battle when Darius
the Great, circa 514-13, invaded Thrace during his campaign against the Scythians,
who were threatening the northern frontiers of Persia. His army encountered hostile
Geto-Dacian tribes and defeated them, as described by Herodotus.

Centuries later, at the beginning of the 2nd century CE, as the Geto-Dacians, now
organized in a “kingdom,” were defending themselves against a Roman invasion,
Decebal, their “king,” sought an alliance with the Arsacid king Pacorus II. Nothing
came of Decebal’s initiative, and he was defeated by the Romans.

Over a millennium later an opportunity arose for cooperation between Stephen the
Great, Prince of Moldavia (1457-1504), and Uzun Hasan, the Aq Qoyunlu ruler,
against a common enemy, the Ottoman Sultan Mehmed II (r. 1451-81). In 1472 an
envoy of Uzun Hasan, on his way to Poland, Hungary, Venice, and the Papacy seeking
aid against the Turks, delivered a letter from his master to Stephen requesting his
support for an expedition against Mehmed I1. The matter went no further.

In later centuries no similar Romanian-Iranian political contacts are recorded,
mainly because Moldavia and the neighboring Romanian principality of Wallachia had
become vassal states of the Ottoman empire and were forbidden to have direct
relations with foreign powers. Only after the principalities achieved union in 1859 and
de facto independence in the 1860s did formal diplomatic relations with Iran became

possible.
The underlined word “sporadic” in paragraph 1 is closest in meaning to ................... .
1) regular 2) friendly 3) dependable 4) infrequent

According to paragraph 3, who gave the letter from the Aq Qoyunlu ruler to Stephen the
Great?

1) The envoy’s master 2) Prince of Moldavia
3) Sultan Mehmed II 4) Uzun Hassan’s messenger
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What does paragraph 3 mainly discuss?

1) The reasons the Prince of Moldavia was defeated by his enemies in the 15th century

2) The history and results of the battles between Stephen the Great and Darius the Great

3) A missed chance in the 15th century for Romanian-Iranian cooperation against a
common enemy

4) The problems of Uzun Hasan in uniting the Aq Qoyunlu against Poland, Hungary,
Venice, and the Papacy

Why does the writer mention “vassal states of the Ottoman empire” in the last paragraph?

1) To justify the lack of any formal Romanian-Iranian political contacts before the 1860s.

2) To give an example of the countless countries that were governed by the Ottoman empire.

3) To illustrate the geography of Moldavia and the neighboring Romanian principality
of Wallachia.

4) To show how Moldavia was influential in changing the policies of Iran during the
Ottoman empire.

The passage provides sufficient information to answer which of the following questions?

I. What was the outcome of the first battle between Iranians and the ancestors of the Romanians?

I1. Why did the Arsacid king Pacorus II fail to form an alliance with Decebal against the Romans?

IT1.Which countries, apart from Iran, started close relationships with Romania after its 1860s

independence?

1) Only I 2) Only II 3) Only III 4) I and 111
PASSAGE 3:

[1]Western penetration started early in the century. It began with military defeats, first
by the Russian army, then by the British. The Russians — armed with modern artillery
— swept through Central Asia and the Caucasus, defeating the Qajars in two short wars
and imposing on them the humiliating treaties of Gulestan (1813) and Turkmanchai
(1828). [2] Similarly, the British, who had been in the Persian Gulf since the
eighteenth century, started to expand their reach, forcing the Qajars to relinquish

Herat, and imposing on them the equally humiliating Treaty of Paris (1857). Iranians
began to refer to the two powers as their “northern” and “southern’ neighbors.

The treaties had far-reaching consequences. They established borders that have
endured more or less intact into the contemporary age. They turned the country into a
buffer and sometimes a contested zone in the “Great Game” played by the two powers.
Their representatives became key players in Iranian politics — so much so that they had
a hand not only in making and unmaking ministers but also in stabilizing the monarchy
and influencing the line of succession throughout the century. [3] The “paranoid style
of politics” which many have noted shapes modern Iran had its origins in the
nineteenth century.

The treaties also paved the way for other foreign powers to obtain a series of
commercial and diplomatic concessions known as capitulations. They were permitted
to establish provincial consulates, and their merchants were exempted from high
import duties as well as from internal tariffs, travel restrictions, and the jurisdiction of
local courts. The term capitulation became synonymous with imperial privileges,
arrogance, and transgressions. [4] These treaties — together with the opening of the
Suez Canal and extension of the Russian railways into the Caucasus and Central Asia
— initiated the commercial penetration of Iran. The process was further accelerated by
the Baku “oil rush” in the 1890s.
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21- According to the passage, which of the following statements is true?
1) The opening of Suez Canal slowed the commercial penetration of Iran.
2) Russia and Britain had a significant, lasting effect on the internal affairs of Iran.
3) The Paris treaty was the most humiliating treaty signed by the Qajars in the 19th century.
4) Herat was given up in return for a considerable share in Russian railways and Baku “oil rush.”
22- Which of the following best describes the writer’s attitude to the treaties imposed on the
Qajars as described in paragraph 1?

1) Neutral 2) Critical
3) Respectful 4) Reasonable
23- All the following statements can be inferred from the passage EXCEPT ................... .

1) The Russians’ more advanced warfare helped them defeat the Qajars.
2) Due to the imposition of the three treaties, today’s Iran is smaller than it could be.
3) Before the concessions, foreign traders paid a lot to bring their goods inside the country.
4) Under capitulations, any crime by the foreign merchants was dealt with in the
Iranian courts.
24- Which of the following techniques is predominantly used in the passage?

1) Function description 2) Cause and effect
3) Statistics 4) Classification

25- In which position, [1], |2], [3], or [4], can the following sentence best be inserted in the
passage?

This gave birth to the notion — which became even more prevalent in the next century — that
foreign hands pulled all the strings in Iran, that foreign conspiracies determined the course of
events, and that behind every national crisis lay the foreign powers.

D[1] 2) 2] 3) 3] 4) [4]
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